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Sundays 
Sunday School               9:00 AM* 
Worship                     10:00 AM 
Fellowship Hour                  11:00 AM 
Youth Group                 6:00 PM* 

 

Wednesdays 
Choir Practice                  7:00 PM*

    

See calendar for additional events. 
(*summer hours may vary) 

To bow the head in sackcloth and in ashes, 
 Or to afflict the soul,  
 Such grief is not Lentõs goal; 
But to be led to where Godõs glory flashes, 
 His beauty to come nigh,  
 To fly, to fly , to fly,  
 Where truth and light do lie.  

(Angevin carol)  
 

Ash Wednesday 
February 22, 2012 



  
Tualatin Plains  

Presbyterian Church  

~  òold scotchó  ~ 

FEBRUARY 2012 Newsletter  

Good Beginnings  

Let me begin with thanksgiving, as I am grateful to God, to the Pastoral Nominating committee, to the 
church, and to my family for the gift of vocation and journey in faith with you at the Old Scotch Church. 

February marks the beginning of our pastor-congregation relationship. The church terms it a ócall.ô Itôs the 
listening in on what God is doing in our lives regarding the particularity of pastoral leadership. The Pastoral 
Nominating Committee has listened. Marty and I have listened. The congregation has listened. The       
Presbytery has listened. Of course, we all hope we have listened well.  

So, we begin together. The nature of how we begin is not unlike how the pastoral search happened. We 
continue to listen for what God is already doing in our lives, and in the corporate life of the congregation  
worshiping at The Old Scotch Church. Weôre all looking for what God is doing, that we might partner with 
that work for the good of the Kingdom of God. 

Worship is key to our good beginning. This congregation has a long history of solid worship. I want to pay 
attention to that tradition, and get in on the way the worshiping community nurtures and sustains our witness 
to the world. I already know I have good colleagues for crafting worship services that honor God, listen for 
his work, and feed the congregation week by week for Godôs work in each of us between Sundays. I am  
particularly grateful for the music ministry here that enhances worshiping God. Weôll begin in worship with 
the Scripture I often invite seekers of Christ to begin with: The Gospel of Mark. Itôs the lectionary reading for 
the first three Sundays of February, before Lent begins. Mark has the energy and excitement of getting the 
Gospel out, writing the story of Jesus quickly as the first author to do so. Weôll dive right in at his beginning ï 
chapter one ï to listen together to our Lordôs beginning, looking for his work in our lives, and life together. 

And relationship is key to our good beginning. We have a great deal to learn about each other. Our           
individual stories, our intersecting stories, and your corporate story all connect to Godôs grand story over the 
ages. Weôre going to want to hear those stories in all those levels. Thus, Iôm looking for time with you ï 
meals or coffee together, visits in your home or workplace, walks and events together. By the time you read 
this, the women on the retreat will have gotten the jump on community-building as we get to know each   
other there. Be both ready if Jeff or I call to set up a visit and please be patient as getting time with so many 
folks will take months. 

Please note two important aspects of visits. First, if youôd like to be proactive in getting together, please do 
so. This is not a 7

th
-grade dance where more than half of the time is spent waiting for someone to make a 

move. If you need to talk about something or have a great idea of how we can connect or want to share   
dinner on one of my longer commute days, please call me or Jeff. Secondly, my husband Marty is the one in 
the family who grew up in the church. He has the experience of being a child of a pastor and has helped our 
family develop good boundaries of confidentiality regarding church matters. Therefore, what you tell me 
about your life stays with me. Please donôt assume that Marty knows your story just because youôve told it to 
me. And, our children will be even further in the dark! 

Mostly, we begin together in worship and community with gratitude. The PNC worked hard for months to  
listen for Godôs call to your next pastor. Our family has been startled by Godôs grace in our move and call 
search. We are witnesses to the wonder of God, and we respond with joy and with thanksgiving. Thanks be 
to God. 

Grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Tracie  



 

You are invited to the installation of 

Tracie Bullis 
as pastor of  

The Tualatin Plains Presbyterian Church  
(The Old Scotch Church) 

Sunday, February 12, 2012, at 4:00 PM 
Light reception following 

The church is located at 
30685 Northwest Scotch Church Road, Hillsboro, Oregon 97124   

For directions or more information, please contact:  
office@oldscotchchurch.org  or  503-648-9573 

Women's Service Guild Meeting 
The Womenôs Service Guild will meet at the home of Janet Hopson on Monday, February 6, at 7 PM.    
Janetôs co-hostess will be Peggy Helmick. We will discuss how the Women's Retreat went and plan 
Spring events. If you have any questions or would like to carpool please call Heather McConnell . We 
hope to see you there.  

Mark Your Calendar!  

 

Annual Meeting  
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held Sunday, February 5, after worship.  Annual reports 
will be presented.  We will review next yearôs budget.  We will also elect new deacons and elders. 

LENT BEGINS  
Join your church family to commemorate the beginning of Lent. An Ash Wednesday worship     
service will be held in the sanctuary on February 22 at 7:00 PM. 


